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Independent & Middle Schools
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• Keep Arbiter up to date:
– Mark “Ready to be Assigned” in Arbiter CSOA Homepage
– Block Days and Times as Appropriate
– Declare conflicts with specific schools

• Honor Assignments 
– Assigning 3-4 weeks out
– Accept assignments AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
– Turn-backs understandable; call or send email to Dena at least 48 hrs in advance
– Emergency Turn-backs (Same Day) – Call or Text Dena immediately – NO EMAIL

• Head Referee’s communicate with team NLT 24 hours prior to Game
– Part of effective Pre/Pre-Game Coordination – Email, Text, Phone Call

• Parking/Link-up Coordination
• Team Review
• POE Highlights

• Late venue arrival situations 
– Plan to be at field NLT 30 minutes before kickoff
– Delayed -- Notify teammates if not able to get there 30 minutes prior
– If delayed arrival past start of game – CONTACT Dena

• Questions before/during/after – CONTACT Dena 

Expectations
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Late Venue arrival situations—if you end up as only official on site and game needs to start, then start, even if it is a varsity game.

http://www.csoaref.org/


Dena Morrison

“Assign or Not Assign”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officials should always check this page prior to leaving for a venue. Especially look for any notes at the top and for cancellations and venue/time changes. Even on clear weather days, stuff happens.

If I am completely unavailable, e. g. Dentist chair, that will be stated under Assignor status.
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UNIFORMS
• Part of Pre/Pre-Game Coordination by Head Referee
• Head Referee provides guidance on arrival uniform

– CSOA Polo or CSOA Black Undershirt, Black Shorts and 
Socks/Shoes

– Primary: Yellow
– Alternate:  Green

• Game Uniform decided by Head Referee
• Short or Long Sleeve 
• 2 or 3 striped socks
• Referee Crew MUST match in Jersey color & socks
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CSOA Arbiter
www.arbitersports.com

• Home Page -- “Real Time Info” – Check Daily
• Arbiter Report – Scores and Crew Only
• Game Report Link – Complete ASAP. Facts Only; Be 

Specific
• Red Card/Ejection – MUST notify Commissioner and 

Assignor Immediately following game!
• Ejection Report Link – MUST be completed on game 

night. Facts Only; Be Specific; Use NFHS ROTG 
terminology. 

• Venue/Field/Coach/Spectator Issues – Include in 
Game Report and/or send amplifying info to 
Commissioner & Assignor
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We run Arbiter as a near real time blog to keep officials informed. Most everything they need to know can be found on our CSOA Arbiter home page.
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Home Page
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officials should always check this page prior to leaving for a venue. Especially look for any notes at the top and for cancellations and venue/time changes. Even on clear weather days, stuff happens.

If I am completely unavailable, e. g. Dentist chair, that will be stated under Assignor status.
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Dena Morrison

Post-Game Reports

9

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officials should always check this page prior to leaving for a venue. Especially look for any notes at the top and for cancellations and venue/time changes. Even on clear weather days, stuff happens.

If I am completely unavailable, e. g. Dentist chair, that will be stated under Assignor status.
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Post-Game Reports x 2

• Arbiter
– Score
– Verify Officials
– NO Comments with 1 Exception

• Suspended Games – Provide Restart info

• CSOA
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Do not write anything here!

1 Exception – Suspended game: 
Time, restart, restart location, team in possession

Scores ONLY

ARBITER Post-Game Report

For Game Time ONLY
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stress this.  Score, crew stats, nothing more.

Comments are only used at Assignor direction and will apply to suspended games.

Don’t hesitate to list crew members or yourself as late. Assignor and the Board will sort that out given the traffic, weather, and any other extenuating situations on any given day.

We understand that folks get told at work that they need to stay for a meeting or some such.

Assignor will provide top cover for reasonable situations, if he knows what is going on.
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Post-Game Reports x 2

• Arbiter

• CSOA
– Game Specifics
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CSOA Game Report
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure, if you are filing the next day (frowned upon) to select the game date.

If, repeat if, the school is not in the draw down list then select “other” and type in the name of the school.

Don’t hold up report because you don’t have the coach’s name. Explain why in your narrative and move along.
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3, Billy Badhair, #07, 32nd min. Objected by 
word to CR decision on a foul call. Public, 
Provacative, Personal. 

If zero, put a zero here.

Cautions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Study the POE and learn the codes
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Sportsmanship

Hogwarts High Head Coach constantly
Questioned CR & AR calls.

Referee Crew discuss and decide on 
Sportsmanship points during Post-Game procedures.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sportsmanship ratings start at 40, with deductions as noted.  This rating is a crew decision. Don’t decide on your own. Get input.  If you deduct a few points for fan, coach, or player conduct please explain in remarks.

Remarks should be concise, precise, and clear. Don’t leave the Commissioner guessing.  A good practice is to reread for clarity before you publish.
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Report Close-Out
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Put your first and last names in different fields, as noted. Otherwise it comes out garbled at the receiving end. Always include your crew names. Take the time to get the names right and spelled correctly---full names.
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CSOA Arbiter
www.arbitersports.com

• Home Page -- “Real Time Info” – Check Daily
• Arbiter Report – Scores and Crew Only
• Game Report Link – Complete ASAP. Facts Only; Be 

Specific
• Red Card/Ejection – MUST notify Commissioner and 

Assignor Immediately following game!
• Ejection Report Link – MUST be completed on game 

night. Facts Only; Be Specific; Use NFHS ROTG 
terminology. 

• Venue/Field/Coach/Spectator Issues – Include in 
Game Report and/or send amplifying info to 
Commissioner & Assignor
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We run Arbiter as a near real time blog to keep officials informed. Most everything they need to know can be found on our CSOA Arbiter home page.
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Dena Morrison

Post-Game Reports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officials should always check this page prior to leaving for a venue. Especially look for any notes at the top and for cancellations and venue/time changes. Even on clear weather days, stuff happens.

If I am completely unavailable, e. g. Dentist chair, that will be stated under Assignor status.
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Ejection Report
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that date or report is the date you file it. Date of ejection is the game date.  Again if school is not in draw down list select other and type in name of school.
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Use the NFHS Rule Book and annotate specific Reasons
using the exact language in Rule 12.

Just the Facts as they unfolded
using the exact language in Rule 12.

Ejection Reports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your narrative must be concise, clear, and complete. It goes to the schools and to VHSL. The Commissioner must know what happened, with precision.
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Post Game Procedures

• Verify score and determine sportsmanship points 
with crew.  Head Referee keeps game rosters

• Close out game in Arbiter
• Complete CSOA game report and ejection 

report(s) for red cards
• Report ejections via phone or text per POE
• Email Commissioner/Assignor about issues with 

coaches or game administrators 
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Assignor Points of Interest

• KNOW WHO YOUR PARTNERS ARE
• Is your departure zip code correct?

– Can be updated by specific days of week…
• Check Arbiter announcements every day
• Have your gear with you
• File reports promptly, fines are possible
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good idea to always have your gear handy. If Assignor gets in trouble and needs immediate help he will send out a quick “all hands” alert.

Note that there is a fine for late reports. Seldom needed, but if Assignor has to prompt more than once he gets irritable.
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